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President’s Message 
 

   Rain! After our oh-so-dry summer, my iris are really    
enjoying the best type of irrigation, rain. The weather 
people say we're about double our average rainfall for 
November and I'm hoping for that to continue through 
the winter. The attendance and food at our potluck were 
excellent and we learned where Pat's iris live and how 
she grows them. As usual, I ended up with more seeds 
and plants to try. Speaking of Pat, she has arranged a full 
year of interesting programs and events. Get a sneak 
peek at our website: https://www.tucsoniris.org/events/. 
   Happy iris and holidays and see you next year. 
 

            - Kevin Kartchner 
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Upcoming Events 

          Birthday Wishes to: 

    Madeleine Glaser   

    Becky Clark 

    Richard Dreyfuss 

    And a late birthday wish to Donna Witschi 

‘Babbling Brook’ 
 

(Keppel, 1966) 
 

Dykes Medal winner 
 

Prescott, Arizona 
 

Photo by Sue Clark, 2025 

 

“Frost upon a windowpane and softly falling 

north winds blow. Books and blankets, steaming 

tea, The soft glow of an ember. Candlelight   

and cozy nights – the magic of December.”          

– Laura Jaworski 

An Affiliate of the American Iris Society Tucson Area Iris Society - established 1965 Our 60th year 

No meeting in December. Happy Holidays! 

January 10 meeting: “Diversity of Iris” presented by   
Eugene Zielinski. Location TBA 

Newsletter 
 

Cathy Pane-Scire    

Jon Dunnigan 

William Witschi 

https://galeriasavaria.hu/en/termekek/reszletek/gyujtemeny/5613062/Antique-embossed-lace-greeting-card-irises/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tucsoniris.org%2Fevents%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cf5f228375f354118284e08de2ebd26a1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638999587081347631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUs


8 Nov 2025 - Seventeen 
members and a guest   
enjoyed a potluck and 
plant exchange at Pat’s 
home in Vail. Kevin         
revealed the winners of 
our recent photo contest. 
See winning photos on    
p. 5-7. Absent members 
were missed. Thank you, 
Pat, for hosting and Joyce 
for taking photos and 
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Trek Update                 
by Pat Olsen 

 

   The Silent Auction and   
Raffle organized for our Trek 
are intended to assist in      
offsetting hosting expenses. 
Numerous items generously 
donated to TAIS by Margie 
Valenzula will be featured in 
both the raffle and silent   

donations are being sent. All 
TAIS members are invited to 
request, recommend, or    
contribute donations. Prior to 

of the trek committee to  
confirm that a solicitation has 
not already been directed to 
the organization. Pat Olsen 
will

 

will be traveling to Tucson, 
we encourage selecting 
items that are convenient to 
pack and transport. Iris-
themed or Tucson-themed 
options — such as rhizomes, 
prickly pear food products, or 
creations by local artists — 
are excellent choices. Garden 
tools, including fertilizer, 

will be available at our 
January 10th meeting.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iris Photos from    
Members and Family 

    

  

We’re on the web: 

Tucsoniris.org 

Happy 

Holidays     

from TAIS! 

 We Irises 

Pat Olsen has completed her 
training and is now a certified 
iris judge. Congratulations, Pat! 

Wild flag iris at Jody and John 
Willam’s house in New Hampshire 

TB iris blooming (reblooming?) in 
Beaver, Pennsylvania on November 
9, 2025. There was a hard freeze on 
November 11, so it just made it! 
Photo by Rose Clark 

to donate. This is how it looks currently. - SC 

http://www.Tucsoniris.org
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Beneficial Garden 
Insects, Part XIa: 

Aphid-eaters 
 

   You may already have 
many of these aphid-
eaters quietly patrolling 
your garden. If not, attract 
them with some of their 
favorite plants: marigolds, 
calendula, sunflowers,  
daisies, sweet alyssum, 
yarrow, fennel, and dill. 
Avoid insecticides, as well. 
   We’ve covered most of 
these beneficial insects 
over the past two years, 
but not specifically as 
aphid-eaters. Ladybugs 
top the list of aphid-
eaters, since both adults 
and larvae munch on the 
pests. Each ladybug can 

larvae consume about 

them the nickname 
“aphid lions.” Hoverfly  
larvae devour hundreds of 
aphids before becoming 
adults, at which time they 

wasps lay eggs in aphids, 

 

Sources: BH&G: How to Get 
Rid of Aphids and Protect 
Plants;   17 Beneficial Insects 
that Eat Aphids; Wikipedia 
articles: Coccinellidae,     
Crysopidae,  Hoverfly, and 
Parasitoid wasp; Colour 
Guide to Hoverfly Larvae 
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Top row: ladybug (by BIEDRONA), ladybug larva and pupa 
(ladybugplanet.com), lacewing larvae eating an aphid (by Eric Steinert)  
Center row: adult green lacewing (

an aphid (from Colour Guide listed at right) 
Bottom row: Parasitic wasp approaching milkweed aphid victims (from    
Wikipedia video), aphid mummy with exit hole created by wasp larva 
(BugGuide) 

  

 

BEGINNING BANK BALANCE   17,405.50 

Income      0.00 

Expenses     150.00  speaker 

ENDING BANK BALANCE          17,255.50 

Treasurer’s Report for November 
- submitted by Jim Wilcoxon 

https://www.bhg.com/gardening/pests/insects-diseases-weeds/stop-aphids/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/pests/insects-diseases-weeds/stop-aphids/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/pests/insects-diseases-weeds/stop-aphids/
https://positivebloom.com/natural-predators-that-eat-aphids/
https://positivebloom.com/natural-predators-that-eat-aphids/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coccinellidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysopidae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoverfly
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parasitoid_wasp
https://diptera.info/downloads/df_1_9_Colour_Guide_to%20Hoverfly_Larvae.pdf
https://diptera.info/downloads/df_1_9_Colour_Guide_to%20Hoverfly_Larvae.pdf
By%20BIEDRONA.JPG:%20Dominik%20Stodulski%20(pandominik%20%5bat%5d%20interia.pl)derivative%20work:%20B%20kimmel%20(talk)%20-%20BIEDRONA.JPG,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=8817406
https://ladybugplanet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ladybug-larva-with-pupa.jpg
Eric%20Steinert,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0%20%3chttp:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/%3e,%20via%20Wikimedia%20Commons
By%20Mathias%20Krumbholz%20-%20Own%20work,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=33591713
By%20Thomas%20Bresson%20-%20Syrphidae%20sp.Uploaded%20by%20ComputerHotline,%20CC%20BY%202.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7254726
https://diptera.info/downloads/df_1_9_Colour_Guide_to%20Hoverfly_Larvae.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parasitoid_wasp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parasitoid_wasp
https://bugguide.net/images/cache/YZI/RCZ/YZIRCZ7RHHHZ1L7ZULZZPLQZVLQZELRZCZGRCL7ZHH0RDZGRCLQZOLIZ1LQZDL4RDL6RTL6RSH0ZLHERKHMROZ0RULXZ.jpg
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Nine individuals submitted 89 pictures in three categories this year: Single flower or 
stem (56 entries), Macro (14 entries), and Miscellaneous (19 entries). Winners were   
selected by popular vote via email and the winning photos were featured during our 

who voted, and to our webmaster Tim Valenzuela for handling the submissions! 

Flower Category 

 

(Tie): Left: Spuria Seedling by Pat Olsen 

 Lower left: ‘Blutique’ by Diane Pavlovich 
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 Above Left: ‘Line Drive’ by Pat Olsen 

Above Right: Walking Iris by Kevin  
    Kartchner

 Bottom Right: ‘Mariachi Music’ by    
              Sue Clark 
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  Above: Sue’s Artistic Arrangement by 
  Dave Smith 

  Top right: Wild Iris with Chugach       
  Mountains by Linda Briggs 

   

  Angel with NOID by Pat Olsen 



Haiku 
 

 

My dad and I gazed 
As Pennsylvania skies shimmered 
With Aurora Borealis 
   - Sue Clark 
 

Did You Know? 
 

 

 

Tip Exchange                        

A Little Bit of Botany and Iris History 
   

   As adventurous British horticulturalists explored the world 
and sent iris specimens back to England, adventurous iris          
hybridizers, including Dykes, Foster, and Caparne, made many 

were on a similar mission in Germany, where they developed a 
series of smaller hybrids which were very popular in the United 
States. Chromosome counts indicate Iris pumila in their    
background. The Sass brothers and Grace Sturtevant made 

 
   A series of events led to increased interest in the Median    
irises and eventually to the creation of the Median Iris Society. 
The first of these events involved Robert Schreiner importing 
seeds of the species Iris pumila in the 1930’s. Up to this point, 

. 
Paul Cook worked with some of the plants that Robert 
Schreiner grew from the I. pumila seeds, and established a 
race of stable I. pumila plants. 
   Because I. pumila is key to the creation and engineering of 
the Median types of irises, let’s pause to look at it here. This 
small iris grows across the steppes of Eurasia, from Austria 
through Russia and into Turkey and the Caucasus. Often 

-
occurring hybrid of I. pseudopumila and 

 
 

Sources: “The Median Iris Movement,” by Geddes Douglas in AIS 100 Years 

AIS Iris Wiki: Iris pumila; and the AIS World of Irises Blog post of 18 Apr 2016 
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What to do in the Iris 
Garden during December: 

 

Maintenance: Monitor for aphids. Spray with 

update a map of your iris beds or containers, just 

in case labels fade or go missing. Replace faded 

labels. Names are required when showing irises. 
  

Organic care: Feed with fish emulsion every other 

week. Scratch in feather meal and alfalfa meal (or 

pellets) monthly. Apply humic acid as desired.   
 

Non-organic care: Buy some Scott’s Super 

Bloom (12-55-6), Miracle-Gro Bloom 

Booster    (10-52-10), Schultz Bloom Plus 10-54-

10), or Ferti-lome Blooming & Rooting (9-58-8) 

to get ready for feeding from New Year’s through 

May. These are available at Harlow’s, Mesquite 

places. TAIS member Susan starts applying this in 

early January; Kristee on Valentine’s Day. - SC 

"Shivering - grey clouds darken mountain snow."       

    -   Michael P. Garofalo, Cuttings 

There is a hummingbird with 
“iris” in its name - Coeligena iris, 

the Rainbow starfrontlet. Found in Peru 
and Ecuador, its usual habitat is along the 
forest edge, but it has been observed at 
13,000’ in the Huascaran National Park in 
Peru. This hummingbird is larger than the 
ones around us, and ranges from 5-5.5”. 
Note the rainbow effect on its crown.  
 

Sources: Wikipedia article: Rainbow starfrontlet, also known 
as Diphogena iris. Photo by Nick Athanas on Wikimedia 
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Kevin Kartchner - President  

Cindy Long - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Diane Pavlovich - Publicity 

Cindy Long & Linda Briggs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else & Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Cindy Long & Linda Briggs - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Sue Clark -  Newsletter  

 

Iris pumila 

 

 

 

https://www.azplantlady.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iris_pseudopumila
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iris_attica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iris_pumila
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/iris/pumila/
https://www.irises.org.au/iris-anatomy-terms-and-abbr
https://www.wiki.irises.org/Spec/SpecPumila
https://theamericanirissociety.blogspot.com/2016/04/iris-pumila-tiny-treasure.html?m=1
https://www.amazon.com/Scotts-Super-Bloom-Water-Soluble/dp/B00GTDGWAY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3TTJHMCC0VD1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KFHCDiiPnBo1X-IttYo9D0NChr0fzc76eFc1CJ5E7RjE1ktA_YbVKTVKNQ1Aq6NGo_Bv_gWcSgZOkLs4QjAFX8L-_WwRYxF59R4mrb6ZTBhQXfMdTCAWD0afhh5qNvnnRHYFr2pHopaF
https://www.amazon.com/Scotts-Super-Bloom-Water-Soluble/dp/B00GTDGWAY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3TTJHMCC0VD1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KFHCDiiPnBo1X-IttYo9D0NChr0fzc76eFc1CJ5E7RjE1ktA_YbVKTVKNQ1Aq6NGo_Bv_gWcSgZOkLs4QjAFX8L-_WwRYxF59R4mrb6ZTBhQXfMdTCAWD0afhh5qNvnnRHYFr2pHopaF
https://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Gro-1-Pound-1360011-Soluble-10-52-10/dp/B00E7VMG7S/ref=sr_1_1?crid=4DMD829VDK4V&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IT38xPKxtzUHqGXye5bNsIJu1AwSqb1n4itMotYrAZyDco7X11mHbtB08RtOT4AcSPGd3hTtMBV6AF1Ssi9xDR2kAHAuzEAXi-oFJteYx474y3dRAHMX07wfeSk2xejF
https://www.amazon.com/Miracle-Gro-1-Pound-1360011-Soluble-10-52-10/dp/B00E7VMG7S/ref=sr_1_1?crid=4DMD829VDK4V&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IT38xPKxtzUHqGXye5bNsIJu1AwSqb1n4itMotYrAZyDco7X11mHbtB08RtOT4AcSPGd3hTtMBV6AF1Ssi9xDR2kAHAuzEAXi-oFJteYx474y3dRAHMX07wfeSk2xejF
https://www.amazon.com/Schultz-Bloom-Soluble-10-54-10-1-5-Pound/dp/B00BARLGYQ/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2WAX230R94U6V&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.sGJlnLun6NFFrAIhanAjz1M0EN-6UjvaEEqtJ7JoA6hl7mq0wKzu7tqU4GNeM3llDiDKWsveOBRwduJm5roeCSZkvT17V7KXNWyieUdetinbVCEQtIoWpV3t3AxevpL7rlh
https://www.amazon.com/Fertilome-Soluble-Bloom-Root-packs/dp/B00FGINEMC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2TO0RWHF9DK8W&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.B3sfxc88LCXlZV9a8n5sKWycZTq5kS75zhz-_AwQT38UGpjemg3z18hrYa_LnfwtgwC-23AbwdeCbFDmc2fX7ISkQrO4e9yI52rXWp7beB0flmOQRORsshZSo2SwA08zWtKDoyyCh
http://www.gardendigest.com/poetry/hapaut3.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rainbow_starfrontlet
By%20Nick%20Athanas%20-%20https:/www.flickr.com/photos/antpitta/52531989298/,%20CC%20BY-SA%202.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=126191967
https://mx.pinterest.com/pin/140244975870297128/

